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Kentucky’s Accountability System at a Glance 

Kentucky’s accountability system has students at its center—ensuring they are well-rounded, postsecondary ready and prepared with knowledge, skills and 
essential dispositions to successfully pursue the pathway of their choice after graduating from high school. The system has several key goals: 

• Promote higher levels of student learning and achievement.
• Reduce achievement gaps and ensure equity.
• Build a culture of high expectations and continuous improvement.
• Communicate a clear and honest understanding of strengths and areas for improvement in schools and districts.

The system uses multiple academic and school quality measures, not a single test or indicator. Reporting of each indicator will be determined by setting standards 
for very high to very low performance on system indicators. Scores from each indicator are combined to create an Overall Accountability Score. Measures and 
weights in the charts below contribute to a school’s/district’s overall accountability score and color rating. Additional information is reported to provide a more 
complete picture of education in Kentucky. Results are reported in an online Report Card including disaggregation of individual student group data and include 
reported-only measures. Individual student reports are issued to parents/guardians. 

Senate Bill 158 and Kentucky’s Accountability System 
SB 158 (2020) amended KRS 158.6455, Section 1 to create an accountability system that will include an annual meaningful differentiation of all public schools in the 
state using multiple measures that describe the overall performance of each district, school and student demographic group. 

• Performance will be based on a combination of academic and school quality indicators and measures known as “state indicators.”
• Those indicators will exclusively include student assessment results, progress toward achieving English Language Proficiency (ELP) by English

learners, quality of school climate and safety, high school graduation rates and postsecondary readiness.
• Beginning with data from the 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 school years [delayed to 2021-2022 and  2022-2023], the accountability system overall 

performance for each district, school, and student demographic group determined by the state indicators will equally combine current year performance,
called “status,” and improvement from prior to current year, called “change.”  Note: considerations for very high-performing schools will take place during
standard setting.

• For all students as a group and separately for individual demographic groups, “status” will be determined beginning with the data from the 2021-2022
academic year, by using the current year performance. “Change” will be determined beginning with the data from the 2022-2023 academic year, by using
the difference in performance of each indicator from the prior year to the current year. Note: “status” for the EL indicator will include student progress.

• For each state indicator, there will be five status levels ranging from very high to very low and five change levels ranging from increased significantly to
declined significantly.

• The percentile cut scores for status and change levels will be based on a distribution and will be approved by the Kentucky Department of Education 
(KDE) and the Local Superintendents Advisory Council (LSAC). The cut scores will remain in place for at least six years unless existing cut scores no longer
support meaningful differentiation of schools as required by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).

• Beginning in the fall of 2022, KDE will develop an online “dashboard” of system results with color-coded performance levels. Results are reported for each
state indicator and overall performance on status (2022), and status and change (2023) by district and school for all students as a group and separately
for individual demographic groups. Overall performance will aggregate all available data for the state indicators.
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